
Guide Two
The Horned Pinnacle
2.2 miles (1.1 each way)
470 ft climb

This walk takes you through Binevenagh 
Forest, including an atmospheric 
section on a path between the “Dark 
Trees”. No direct Game of Thrones 
significance, but it takes little effort in 
this strange place to imagine a scene 
being shot here. After leaving the 
forest you will find yourself at the foot 
of the most spectacular section of 
Binevenagh cliffs, gullies and a 
brooding rocky horned pinnacle. 

This location does feature in GOT 
episode “The Red Woman”, when 
Daario and Jorah come searching on 
horseback for Daenerys, who has been 
captured by the Dothraki horde. 
However it would be equally at home in 
any “Lord of the Rings” inspired 
fantasy.

The route is muddy in places and the 
hillside is exposed. Stout footwear, 
warm clothes and a waterproof jacket 
should be worn. If you decide to 
explore the higher slopes be aware that 
mountain mists regularly drop here with 
little notice and severe weather can 
blow in from Lough Foyle in a matter of 
minutes.

This area is part of the Binevenagh 
National Nature Reserve and while it is 
open to the public, it is primarily 
managed for flora and fauna. Part of 
this management involves grazing the 
fields which make up the reserve by a 
small herd of cattle, sometimes 
including a bull. Signs at the entrance 
points instruct “Caution Livestock - 
Take care and keep your distance” and 
also ban dogs from the area. Please 
heed these instructions. If you are 
uncomfortable with cattle or wish to 
eliminate any risk - you may opt to 
view the hillside from the entry area 
only. The decision is yours.

Directions
The walk starts from the fisherman’s 
lodge and you will find the first of the 
dragon waymarks on the corner of the 
building. Follow the lane with the field 
on your left until you come to a 
waymark on a concrete gate post and 
turn left here towards the mountain. 
After 100m you enter the forest on a 
roughish track.

The mixed forest on your left contains a 
number of small rocky hills and 
outcrops which younger explorers may 
wish to investigate!

After 250m you will come to a T 
junction - the waymark here points 
right for this route and left for route 1 - 
so turn right and follow the level 
vehicle track 500m to where it crosses 
a major (but rather muddy) path. Turn 
left here and climb steeply. 

This dark and intriguing path crosses an 
undulating forest floor, with interesting 
boulders set in small clearings like 

standing stones. Mountain bikers too 
find sport here and there are various 
constructions to create obstacles and 
interest along the way.

The climb steepens, the path narrows 
and then you are rewarded with the 
forest edge, a stile and the first 
glimpse of cliff tops beyond the scrubby 
woodland fringes.

There are warning signs on the stile 
about cattle, as mentioned before, and 
if you proceed out onto the hill you 
may encounter them. However they 
may be on another field in a different 
part of the reserve.

Cross the stile and turn right along a 
rough vehicle track. After a short 
distance you pass through a gate and 
out onto the open hillside at the foot of 
the best of the Binevenagh cliffs and 
pinnacles.
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Shortly after passing through the gate 
turn left and climb steeply uphill over 
the rough open ground skirting around 
an area of thorn and briars on your left. 

Look directly uphill and head for the 
“notch” above in the cliff-line. 

The climb is steep, but rewarding as 
you enter the dramatic landscape of 
cliffs, gullies, knolls and rocky 
pinnacles.  

As you get higher you may see a ruined 
wall to your left. Keep going straight up 
and find yourself a viewpoint on one of 
the knolls under the cliffs.

From here you will have an excellent 
view over the whole area. To your south 
you will see the GOT “Horned Pinnacle” 
which  Daario and Jorah ride past 
searching for Daenerys in season 6 
“The Red Woman”. 

Looking towards the pinnacle you 
should be able to pick up the faint line 
of a sheep track running towards you - 
this is the route the searchers would 
have had to ride along had the next 
scene been shot here. Considering the 
ruggedness of the ground here you can 
appreciate why the Dothraki horde 
scene with hundreds of horsemen was 
filmed at the other end of the reserve! 

On a fine summer day this is a 
wonderful area to linger, explore and 
perhaps enjoy a picnic. 

At all times of the year it is dramatic 
and a potentially dangerous place 
where cloud can drop quickly and 
severe weather sweep in across Lough 
Foyle from Donegal. Be aware!                                  

 

The Return
Once your explorations are complete, 
just retrace your steps (carefully) back 
down to the forest edge and return 
over the stile along the same route as 
you came.
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